[Usefulness of continuous intra-arterial blood gas monitoring in a patient undergoing tracheal transection and reconstruction].
Usefulness of a new continuous intra-arterial blood gas monitoring system (PB3300, Puritan-Bennett, Carlsbad, California) was evaluated in a patient with tracheal cancer who was undergoing tracheal transection and reconstruction. The PB3300 detected continuous changes in pH, PaCO2, and PaO2 during the surgical intervention and provided reliable information to take appropriate therapeutic measures. PB3300 was superior to pulse oximetry because the latter can not detect changes in PaO2 more than 100 mmHg accompanying pulmonary dysfunction caused by surgical procedures. We conclude that the PB3300 is a useful monitor when used during anesthetic management of the patient who needs frequent arterial blood gas analyses.